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also requires some skill. About 15 per cent of the Dhobis in
cities like Lucknow and Cawnpore are really semi-skilled
Dhobis who wash clothes with reh but do not iron or starch
any. They are mostly new comers to the town. Their clients
belong mainly to the poorer strata of the population. Generally
these Dhobis get one pice per cloth. The average monthly
income in such cases does not exceed Rs. 10. It is with diffi-
culty that they manage to make both ends meet.

Bhangis

The word Bhangi has been used here as a generic for
several castes like Hela/ Lalbegi, and Balmiki who are mainly
engaged in scavenging. Helas are found mostly in the eastern
parts of the U.P. while in the western districts Lalbegis and
Balmikis predominate. It should be mentioned that, in the
eastern parts of the U.P., Hela and Bhangi are synonyms. In
Bihar and Bengal, scavenging work is mainly done by Doms,
Haris, Lalbegis, Halalkhors, Bhuinmalis, Kaoras and Mehtars.
The term 'Mehtar', it may be pointed out, is often used as a
generic for all those engaged in scavenging work whose caste
cannot be specified. In the Punjab, the important groups
engaged in this work are the Balmiki, Sattishahi, Be-parwah.
Some Dumnas and Dhanaks do scavenging work but the latter
will not touch night-soil. Incidentally, the Dhapra Doms of
Bihar also do not touch night-soil.

Village Bhangis

The number of Bhangis found in the countryside is small.
They are found as sparsely scattered as the Dhobis. The work
normally done by them is that of field-watchmen though they
also help in threshing grain. Very few of them are cultivators
and it is rarely that we come across a Bhangi occupancy or
statutory tenant. Besides following their traditional occupation,
they work as village watchmen, messengers, musicians, drum-
mers, comb makers, field labourers, etc. It is the Dom who
usually brings bad tidings. Other subsidiary occupations fol-
lowed by them are rearing pigs, making baskets, ropes, etc.

In the villages, the agriculturists still pay the Bhangi in
kind, He usually gets one bhari (bundle) at harvest time, This